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FOREWORD

Distribution of the million-dollar residuary estate of
Sylvia Ann Howland of New Bedford, Mass., became ef-
fective in 1916 at the death of her niece, Mrs. Hetty H. R.
Green. Miss Howland, who died in 1865, gave her niece
a life interest in approximately half of her valuable prop-
erty, with the proviso that it should ultimately pass to
the lineal descendants, by right of representation, of the
grandfather of testatrix, Gideon Howland. The process
of settlement of the trust disclosed the existence of four
hundred and thirty-nine heirs, scattered all over the
United States, and some abroad.

To perpetuate the record of a remarkable New England
family, and to give permanence to the story of the un-
usual tie that has bound them, the present volume is
issued. It is believed that this is the only instance in
this country where an extensive genealogical record has
found its raison d’etre in the distribution of a fortune.
Yet the family whom these pages commemorate have
other and stronger claims to distinction. They have ac-
complished many things in their various spheres of useful-
ness, reflecting high repute and honor upon the Howland
name. In the war which rages as these lines are written
they are everywhere playing a worthy and patriotic part.
Some have laid down their lives for the cause of liberty.

Gideon Howland, who dwelt by the sea, was the sire of
seven sturdy sailor sons and six estimable daughters. All
of these thirteen children grew to maturity. All save
one married, and there are surviving descendants of
eleven, scattered the world over. Living and deceased
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they total 2250, and the number is constantly increasing.
They have been a long-lived race. Of the children of
Gideon Howland and wife, both of whom passed their
eighty-eighth birthdays, three lived beyond fourscore,
five beyond seventy years, and three to be more than
gixty, while the other two died at the ages of forty-four
and thirty-eight; a record, it is believed, seldom equalled.
The story of the early generations who lived in New Bed-
ford is inseparably linked with ‘‘the sea story that made
the city known around the world.”’

In a work of this nature, despite the utmost vigilance,
errors are apt to occur, due to mistakes in transcribing
notes, oversight in proof-reading, or some other inex-
plicable circumstance. It is hoped that the unusual pre-
cautions which have been taken to keep the following
pages as free from inaccuracies as possible have had the
result intended. Some readers may note the omission
of various matters they would wish to see recorded. For
this and all other shortcomings the author offers his re-
grets. No paid-for ‘‘write-ups’’ or portraits have been
inserted, and none have been solicited either by the author
or by the persons represented here. Attention is called
to one feature of this work, impossible in most genealo-
gies, but absolutely requisite in the present instance:
The carrying of all the female lines down to the latest
generation, with the numerous resulting changes in family
names.

The task of compilation has been greatly lightened by
the kindly co-operation of the Sylvia Ann Howland
trustees and by scores of members of the family, whose
loyal and abiding interest has been evinced by their
cordial and ready replies to letters of inquiry and in
other ways. Where so many have been so helpful it is
difficult to select names for mention without fear of in-
justice to others; therefore the author would express to
all his most grateful thanks and deepest appreciation for
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assistance rendered. He is under especial obligations to
Willard R. Terry, the very efficient amanuensis for the
trustees, for many courtesies. The cheery correspondence
and hearty encouragement of ‘‘friends whom mine eyes
saw never’’ will always remain a delightful memory.
Some of the most valued and felicitous portions of this
volume are contributions from the pens of others.

It is a pleasure to present to readers the greeting of
Hon. William W. Crapo, which follows. An active par-
ticipant in events of an earlier era, and for a period of
years a trustee of the Howland estate, he has drawn upon
his marvelous memory for a narration that will be of
universal intercst.

THE AUTHOR.
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Dear Me. EMERY :

I am glad that you have prepared a genealogical history
of the Howland family. You are admirably qualified for
the work.

Soon after the arrival of John Howland on the May-
flower at Plymouth, there came his brother Henry Howland
who settled at Duxbury. Forced by religious persecutions
he left Duxbury and made his home in Dartmouth. Dur-
ing the generation preceding the War of the Revolution,
those bearing the name of Howland exceeded in number
those of any other family, and the Howlands were leaders in
the agricultural, commercial and religious activities of Old
Dartmouth. What they did and who they were is a subject
worthy the local historian.

You ask from me for publication my recollection of the
litigation involved in the allowance of the Sylvia Ann How-
land will. This I can only briefly furnish. I do not care
to revive the memory of the charges and counter charges
connected with the preparation and execution of the will.
There are some things which are better forgotten.

The firm of I. Howland, Jr. & Co. consisted of Edward
M. Robinson, Sylvia Ann Howland and Thomas Mandell,
the latter having a minor interest. Mr. Robinson was force-
ful, energetic, pushing and far sighted in business. He
was not personally popular. A large portion of the wealth
of the firm of I. Howland, Jr. & Co. came through the
active management and administration of Mr. Robinson.

Thomas Mandell, who was the accountant and office mem-
. ber of the firm, was the confidential adviser of Miss How-
land, the custodian of her securities and property and the
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one who invested her surplus income. Through him I be-
eame acquainted with Miss Howland. My employment
was simply to take her acknowledgment to deeds and to
witness her signature and take her affirmation to documents
as required. She was at that time very infirm in body and
mind.

The attorneys at law whose names appear on the court
records were Benjamin F. Thomas and Thomas M. Stetson
in behalf of the allowance of the will, and Sidney Bartlett,
Benjamin R. Curtis and William W. Crapo for the re-
spondents. Of these I am the only survivor.

There are persons now receiving portions of their shares
in the distribution of the Trust Fund created by the will
who were not born at the time of the legal strife for the
possession of the estate. They may be interested to know
what occasioned the controversy. I will make only a brief
statement which is given free of prejudice and the expres-
gion of individual opinion.

Sylvia Ann Howland died July 2, 1865. Shortly before
her death she executed a will which was presented to the
Probate Court for allowance and was formally allowed.
Thomas Mandell was appointed special administrator to
take custody of the property. The allowance of the will
was objected to by her niece, Miss Hetty Robinson. The
ground stated in opposition to the allowance was that the
aunt had made a former will under contract with the niece
for the making of their mutual wills, each giving her prop-
erty to the survivor. Such former will signed by Sylvia
Ann Howland was presented and its genuineness was not
questioned for it had been witnessed by three citizens well
known in New Bedford, prominent in business affairs and
whose integrity could not be doubted, and all the legal
formalities in the execution of it had been complied with.
Together with this will was a written contract signed by
the parties. This latter was challenged and the contro-
versy was waged on the genuineness of this paper. Assum-
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ing that the contract was entered into and the parties had
the legal right to make such a contract, then the last will
which had been allowed by the Probate Court might be
superseded by the earlier will. A legal battle ensued which
lasted five years and ended with a compromise agreed to
by all the parties. During the five years of litigation there
had been a large accumulation of income from the two and
a half million dollars of property in the estate.

By this compromise all of the expenses, including liberal
compensations to the lawyers on both sides, was taken from
this income and also six per cent. interest was allowed to
the recipients of special legacies, which legacies amounted
to $1,100,000. This opened the way for the payment of
the special legacies from the principal fund. The balance
of the income was by agreement to be paid to Mrs. Hetty
Green, formerly Miss Robinson. Mr. Mandell, who had the
care and custody of the property during these years, and
whose duty largely was the receipt of income from rents
and dividends and interest, conservatively invested the sums
received by him in United States six per cent. gold bonds
and the income from these investments was similarly in-
vested in like bonds. As gold was then at quite a premium
the market value of the income investments was much in
excess of the par value. After payment of interest on
special legacies and the payment of all the expenses attend-
ing the suit there was handed to me as attorney for Mrs.
Green over $600,000 in these Government bonds at par,
whose market value was even greater. Mrs. Green appar-
ently had not suffered by the long delay and expensive
litigation.

But the controversy did not really end here for the Su-
preme Court was called upon to explain and interpret the
meaning and intent of the compromise agreement in dis-
tributing between principal and income amounts paid for
taxes and amounts received from special dividends. This
occupied much time, but finally on July 14, 1871, six years
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after the death of Sylvia Ann Howland, the residue was
passed over to the trustees named in the will, the income
to be paid to Mrs. Green during her life and the remainder
to be distributed to the descendants of Gideon Howland.

The management of the trust created under the will has
not been without its controversies, with lengthy and expen-
sive proceedings in the Courts. But at last after the lapse
of fifty-three years the fund reaches distribution. In the
interval the descendants of the elder Gideon Howland, who
at the death of Sylvia Ann Howland numbered probably
less than three-score, now at the date of distribution number
four hundred and thirty-nine.

The distribution brings comfort to some and gives satis-
faction to all.

I congratulate them.

WLiaM W. Craro.

New Bedford, 1918.
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THE HOWLAND HEIRS

CHAPTER I
HOWLAND ANCESTRY

On the sunset shore of Buzzards Bay, in the
ancient Massachusetts township of Dartmouth,
looking out past Dumpling Light to the Elizabeth
Islands ‘‘ringed about by sapphire seas,’’ lies the
fair and fertile Round Hills farm. Sandy beaches
surround it to the east and to the south. Rising
verdure-clad from the water is the sightly eleva-
tion which gives the locality its name. Close at
hand Salters Point holds a happy summer colony,
and a mile away, at the Bare Kneed Rocks, is
Nonquitt, another seashore resort, where a genera-
tion ago the nation’s great cavalry general breathed
his last. The city of New Bedford, once a part of
Dartmouth town, is seven miles to the northeast.
In this peaceful and picturesque spot, ‘‘fanned
by breezes salt and cool,’”’ Benjamin Howland estab-
lished his homestead more than two centuries ago.
A grandson of Henry Howland, first of this line to
come to America, he was the progenitor of all the
‘“‘Round Hills Howlands.”” As one of the Propri-
etors of Dartmouth, he owned many acres of land,
and his Round Hills farm, acquired before 1700,
has never entirely left the possession of the How-
land blood.
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Henry Howranp, the pioneer, with his brother
Arthur, came to this country in either the Fortune,
1621, or the Ann, 1623. Their brother John had
preceded them to Plymouth as one of the May-
flower Pilgrims in 1620. The origin of this family
is believed to have been in Essex County, England,
but extensive researches have failed to reveal the
parentage of the three brothers. There was another
brother, Humphrey Howland, a draper, of the parish
of St. Swithin, London, whose will, proved July 10,
1646, left certain legacies to his three brothers,
Arthur, John and Henry in New England. Still
another brother, George, was of St. Dunstan’s par-
ish in the east.

The first mention made of Henry Howland is in
the allotment of cattle in Plymouth in 1624, when
he appears as owner of the ‘‘black cow.”” In 1633
his name is found in the list of freemen, and in the
same year he indentured a servant, Walter Harris.
In 1634 he was taxed eighteen shillings, as against
a tax of nine shillings the year previous. He was
among the earliest settlers of Duxbury, where in
1635 he was chosen constable, and was described as
‘‘one of the substantial landholders and freemen.’’
In 1640 he purchased five acres of upland and an
acre of marsh meadow in Duxbury, the price paid
being ‘‘twelve bushells of Indian Corme.”’ For
several years he was surveyor of highways in the
town, and for nine years served on the grand jury.
But in 1657 he refused to serve longer on the grand
inquest, the apparent reason being that he had
turned Quaker and could not conscientiously per-
form the duties required of him.

Thereatter he was an object of persecution by
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the authorities of the Colony. In October, 1657,
he was ‘‘summonsed to appear at the next March
Court to answare for intertaining Quakers meetings
at his house.”” He was fined ten shillings. In
March, 1659, his wife, their son Zoeth, and the
latter’s wife, and Arthur Howland and wife, with
others, were fined ten shillings each for ‘‘frequently
absenting themselues from the publicke worship of
God.”” In 1659 Henry Howland was convicted and
sentenced by the Court ‘‘to be disfranchised of his
freedom in the corporation’’ for being an abettor
and entertainer of Quakers. The following year he
was again convicted and fined for a similar offense.
Once, on refusing to pay his fine, his house and lands
were seized by the marshal.

In 1652 Henry Howland was among the original
purchasers of Dartmouth, where his son Zoeth and
four of his six grandsons were destined to become
settlers. He was the owner of half a share, or
one sixty-eighth of the purchase, which was acquired
from the Indians. Subsequently, with twenty-six
others he bought the land known as Assonet, includ-
ing the present town of Freetown, Mass., and here
his son Samuel settled. In 1664 he bought a large
tract of land at Swansea. It is probable that he
lived for a time at Apponegansett, on his share of
the Dartmouth purchase, as his will of 1670 gave to
two of his children his horses and cattle ‘‘now run-
ning’’ there, and his wife’s will, four years later,
made this bequest: ‘‘Unto my son John Howland
my house at Apponegansett.”” His old homestead at
Duxbury was left to his son Joseph, excepting the
‘“‘new room,’’ which was reserved for the widow of
the testator.



4 THE HOWLAND HEIRS

Henry Howland died in Duxbury, Jan. 17, 1671.
His wife was Mary Newland, a sister of William
Newland, who came from Lynn in 1637 and settled
in Sandwich. She died in Duxbury, June 17, 1674.
To the couple were born four sons and four daugh-
ters, Zoeth, Joseph, John, Samuel, Sarah, Elizabeth,
Mary and Abigail, all of whom were legatees under
the wills of both parents.

ZoeTH HowwraND, son of Henry, was born probably
in Duxbury about 1636. In the tenth month, 1656,
he was married to his wife Abigail, as appears by
the Friends’ records at Newport, R. I. In 1657 he
took the oath of ‘‘Fidelitie’’ at Duxbury, but be-
cause of his Quaker proclivities held the clergy of
the established church in little esteem. Witness a
deposition of one Samuel Hunt about this time:

‘“About a fortnight before the date heerof, being att
the house of Zoeth Howland, hee said hee would not goe
to meeting to hear lyes, and that the diuill [devil] could
teach as good a sermon as the minnisters; and that a
2cond time being att the house of the said Zoeth How-
land, and his brother, John Hunt, and Tho Delano being
with him, hee questioned with the said Zoeth Howland
whether hee would not goe to the meeting, because the
minnesters taught lyes, and that the diuill could teach as
good a sermon as the minnesters; and hee said hee denied
it not. Also, Tho Delano questioned him whether the
minnesters taught lyes, and hee said yes, and lett him
looke in the Scriptures and hee should find it soe.’’

For this audacious utterance Zoeth was arraigned
at the term of Court in March, 1657-58, ¢‘for speaking
opprobriously of the minnesters of Gods Word,’’
and was sentenced to sit in the stocks. He and his
wife were also fined for not attending the ordained
meetings. It is therefore not surprising that he
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departed from Plymouth, and made his home in
Dartmouth, on a portion of his father’s holdings,
where he could breath a freer air. At his death
his estate, as reported to the Court at Plymouth
June 7, 1677, included a quarter share of land valued
at fifteen pounds, a yoke of oxen, three cows, one
mare, and miscellaneous farming and household
utensils. There is no record of a will.

Zoeth Howland was slain by the Indians at Pun-
catest, in Tiverton, R. I, near the ferry, on March
28, 1676. The ferry was subsequently kept by
Zoeth’s son Daniel, and known for many years as
“Howland’s Ferry.”” It is probable that Zoeth
was going to or from the Friends’ meeting at New-
port when he met death. John Cook of Portsmouth,
R. 1., at a court-martial held on some Indians at
Newport in August, 1676, testified that being at
Puncatest in the middle of July he asked several
Indians ‘“Who killed Zoeth Howland?’’ and they
said ‘‘there were six in the company and that
Manasses was the Indian that fetched him out of
the water.”’

Zoeth and Abigail Howland had nine children,
the births of the first eight being established by the
Newport Friends’ records. The sons were Nathan-
iel, Benjamin, Daniel, Henry and Nicholas, and the
daughters Lydia, Mary, Sarah and Abigail. The
mother applied to the Court for an order in her
favor to assist in rearing her large family, and on
July 3, 1678, was granted her husbhand’s entire es-
tate, ‘‘lands, goods and chattels.”” On Dec. 2, 1678,
she married Richard Kirby, Jr.

Bexsamix Howraxp, second son of Zoeth and
Abigail Howland, was born May 8, 1659, and was
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consequently seventeen years old when his father
was slain. At the age of twenty-five, on June 23,
1684, he married Judith Sampson, probably a sister
of his brother Daniel’s wife. He may have been
the Howland, first name not stated, who was among
those taking the oath of fidelity in Dartmouth in
1686. The town had been incorporated in 1664 and
the settlement developed gradually. It was here
that many Friends found a refuge from the rigors
of the law elsewhere. In 1694 William Bradford
gave a confirmatory deed to the Proprietors of
Dartmouth, now fifty-six in number, of the vast
extent of land purchased by the Plymouth colonists
forty-two years before, and Benjamin Howland was
among them. The land was afterwards surveyed
by Benjamin Crane and divided, eight hundred
acres being apportioned to each Proprietor. This
was the first dividend on their investment, other
tracts being ultimately set off to each owner or his
heirs. Benjamin Howland’s first allotment was in
the Apponegansett region, on the tract between
the Paskamansett and Apponegansett Rivers called
Nomquid Neck (a name perpetuated in ‘‘Nonquitt’’)
and embracing the territory named after the twin
hills on the shore, the headland called Round Hill
or Hills.

In 1690 Benjamin bought of Philip Cummings for
nineteen pounds, five shillings, forty acres of upland
in the undivided lands of Dartmouth, and also five
acres of meadow next to land of John Briggs and
Abraham Tucker. On the same day, with charac-
teristic thrift, he sold the lesser part of his pur-
chase, the meadow, for ten pounds ten shillings, a
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goodly profit, apparently, to his elder brother
Nathaniel, and the next day he bought of Nathaniel,
for eleven pounds, one-eighth part of a share of
upland in Dartmouth, and also five and three-
fourths acres of meadow, commonly called the
Round Hill meadow, adjoining one of John Rus-
gell’s. Five years later he bought of Russell thirty-
nine acres on Nomquid Neck, at the south end of
the Round Hill meadow. Another purchase at
Round Hills was made as late as 1720, when he paid
John Tucker three pounds for half an acre of salt
marsh. In 1712 his homestead farm was surveyed
by Crane, who located it as lying on the east side
of the way leading to Salt House Point (now Sal-
ters) and found it to contain one hundred forty-six
acres. KEight acres of this was sold to Hezekiah
Smith in 1722 and a month thereafter Benjamin
Howland made his will, disposing of all his real
estate to his two sons. From time to time he had
bought land on the west side of Nomquid Neck—
his farm lay on the east side—and he also sold off
to sundry settlers various portions of his original
eight hundred acres’ allotment.

It is a matter of especial interest that the first
white man to visit this section of the coast landed
somewhere in the vicinity of the Howland farm.
In the summer of 1602 Bartholomew Gosnold had
crossed the bay from Cuttyhunk to return the visits
of the friendly Indians. He came ashore near
Round Hill, called by him Haps Hill, and followed
the coast westward to (ooseberry Neck. The local-
ity was described as possessing ‘‘stately groves,
flowery meadows and running brooks,’’ and the ad-
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venturers were delighted with the climate, the
beauty of the country, and the fertility of the soil.
Gosnold’s idea of planting a colony in this vicinity,
however, failed. ’

Benjamin Howland was active in the affairs of
the Friends in Dartmouth. Jan. 6, 1699, at a meet-
ing held at John Lapham’s house arrangements
were made ‘‘to build a meetinghouse for the people
of God in scorn called Quakers,’”’ thirty-five feet
long, thirty feet wide, and fourteen feet stud, and
those present subscribed various sums for the pro-
ject. Benjamin Howland contributed two pounds
and his brother Nathaniel five pounds. The struc-
ture erected that year was the first meeting-house
in the town of Dartmouth, and stood on the site of
the present Apponegansett Friends’ Meeting-house.
In the fall of 1708, Deliverance Smith, a Friend,
selectman and assessor of Dartmouth was arrested
and thrown into jail for conscientiously refusing to
assess a tax of sixty pounds, ‘‘evident to be for the
maintenance of a hireling minister.”” The Appone-
gansett meeting thereupon chose Benjamin Howland
and Judah Smith to manage his business while he
was in prison. Exertions were made to obtain his
freedom and after three months Deliverance was
released. In 1715 Deliverance and his supporter
Benjamin were appointed ‘‘to get the meetinghouse
land laid out,’’ and later they were a committee ‘‘to
get more seats in the gallerys before the yearly
meeting.’’

Benjamin Howland was several times chosen for
town offices, being selectman and assessor in 1697,
surveyor of highways in 1698, and constable in 1709.
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He died at Round Hills, March 12, 1727, aged sixty-
eight years, and was survived by his wife and five
adult children.

1t is probable that the older portion of the house
now standing on his farm was built by Mr. Howland
as early as 1721 or 1722, because in his will, executed
in March of the latter year, reference is made to his
“new house.”” To his wife Judith he gave the life
use of his ‘‘old house’’ and all the household goods,
this property at her death to be divided between his
three daughters, Abigail Ricketson, Desire Howland,_
and Lydia Soule. His son Barnabas, as executor,
was entrusted with testator’s stock of cattle and
money in order to provide comforts for his mother,
and after her death to divide the remainder among
the daughters. To his son Isaac he left the Round
Hill meadow, so-called, forty acres, being part of
his homestead on the east side of the highway lead-
ing to Salt House Point, also four acres and sixty-
five rods of salt meadow, together with three lots
of land aggregating seventy-four acres on the west
side of Nomquid Neck, and one-half of the cedar
swamp.

To his son Barnabas he bequeathed all of his
homestead farm, excepting the portion left to Isaac
and eight acres sold to Hezekiah Smith, with houses
and barnms, orchard, fences and cribs; also six and
one-half acres of salt meadow adjoining; half of the
‘cedar swamp; and a lot on Nomquid Neck. The
inventory showed a total of 2968 pounds fifteen
shillings, of which 2500 pounds was in the real estate.
The personal property included a Bible and other
books valued at two pounds fourteen shillings.
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The children of Benjamin and Judith (Sampson)
Howland were:

i. ABiGaIL, b. Nov. 30, 1686 ; m. July 8, 1710, Jonathan

son of William and Elizabeth Ricketson.- '

ii. BENJAMIN, b. Nov. 30, 1688 ; probably d. young ; not
mentioned in his father’s will.

iii. Isaac, b. Jan. 30, 1694; d. Sept. 22, 1778; m. Han-
nah Allen. (See Chapter IIL.)

iv. DESsIRE, b. Aug. 20, 1696; m. Jan. 19, 1726, John,
son of John and Mary (Russell) Lapham.

v. BaRNaBas, b. Sept. 16, 1699; d. Feb. 19, 1773; m.
(1) Rebecca Lapham; (2) Mrs. Penelope Allen.

vi. Lypia, b. Oct. 8, 1701 ; m. 1719, George, son of Wil-
liam and Hannah Soule.

BarnaBas Howranp carried on the Round Hills
farm for nearly half a century, dying in his seventy-
fourth year. He was as tenacious of his religious
scruples as any of his forebears, for the Friends’
records in 1750 state that he had been in prison for
twelve months for refusing to go to war. On ‘‘first
day’’ when he attended meeting he must have pre-
sented a goodly figure, attired in beaver hat, blue
coat, and breeches with silver buttons. These gar-
ments, with a driving jacket and other articles of
apparel, indicating a wardrobe of excellent quality,
are listed in the inventory of his estate. He was
twice married, first July 30, 1724, to Rebecca
Lapham of Dartmouth, born Oct. 5, 1707, died
Nov. 7, 1736, daughter of John and Mary (Russell)
Lapham. Her brother John married Barnabas’
sister Desire. His second wife was Penelope
(Tripp), widow of Jedediah Allen of Dartmouth,
whom he married June 16, 1750, and who survived
him.
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In his will Barnabas bequeathed to his widow a
feather bed and furniture, one cow, and one riding
beast and ‘‘furniture,’’ all in lieu of her right of
dower. To his four daughters he left one pound,
four shillings to be divided among them. To his
two sons, Benjamin and Gideon, he transmitted his
homestead farm and salt meadow adjoining, to be
divided, Benjamin to have the west part and Gideon
the east part, lying adjacent to the Round Hills,
with all buildings and right of way over each other’s
part. The sons also received the remainder of the
estate, both real and personal, and Benjamin was
named sole executor. The widow subsequently
petitioned for her right of dower, asserting her
bequest was insufficient, but it does not appear of
record that the claim was pressed. No inventory
was filed of the testator’s large realty holdings, but
his personal property was appraised at about fifty
pounds.

The children of Barnabas and Rebecca (Lapham)
Howland were:

i. JuprrH, b. March 14, 1725; d. Feb. 26, 1807; m.
Sept. 29, 1744, Joseph, son of Joseph and Mary
(Tucker) Russell.

ii. BENJAMIN, b, June 25,1727; d. Feb.17,1801; m. (1)
1748, Anne Briggs; (2) 1770, Mrs. Sylvester
(Allen) Smith.

iili. EwrizaserH, b. March 20, 1730; d. June 7, 1789; m.
Nov. 3, 1749, William, son of Jonathan and Phebe
Smith.

iv. SyLvia, b. April 28, 1732; d. Feb. 3, 1822; m. May
11, 1748, Jonathan, son of Jonathan and Phebe
Smith.

v. GIpEON, b. May 29, 1734; d. May 2, 1823; m. Sarah
Hicks. .
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vi. Lypia, b. Sept. 9, 1735; d. Feb. 21, 1776; m. July 1,
1754, Jacob, son of Jacob and Sarah (West) Taber.

We have thus followed the line of descent of
Gideon Howland of Round Hills, of whose posterity
we shall later learn much, down through four gen-
erations of male ancestors. Before passing to his
female ancestry, mention should be made of the coat
of arms of the Howland family. The heraldic
description given in Burke’s ‘‘General Armory’’ is
as follows:

Argent, two bars sable; in chief three lions ramp-
ant of the second. Crest: A leopard passant
sable, ducally gorged or. In ordinary English this
means that the body of the shield is silver with two
horizontal bars of black; the lions and the crest are
also black, the leopard having a coronet of gold
about his throat.

The arms were granted on June 10, 1584, in the
reign of Queen Elizabeth, to Bishop Richard How-
land of Peterborough, who was the eldest son of
John Howland of Newport Pond, in the County of
Essex, and his wife Agnes, daughter of John Green-
way of Winton, County Norfolk. His father was
John Howland of Newport Pond, whose will was
proved April 15, 1550. Bishop Richard Howland
had a brother John, whose son John was considered
to be the John Howland who came in the Mayflower
in 1620, a supposition apparently confirmed by the
fact that in the old cemetery on Burial Hill,
Plymouth, are seen the family arms on the graves
of various Howlands. But Colonel Chester, a
noted English genealogist, held as a result of inves-



HOWLAND COAT OF ARMS

The body of the shieid is silver, with the bars and lions of black.
The crest is also black. the leopard having a collar of gold.
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tigations, that John, nephew of Bishop Howland,
died unmarried and was buried in England. The
Howland family had large estates in Surrey.

Of peculiar significance to the descendants of the
Dartmouth Howlands is the marriage, in 1695, of
Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of John and Eliza-
beth (Child) Howland, to Wriothesly Russell,
second Duke of Bedford, whose ducal name was
given, in honor of Joseph Russell, a brother-in-law
of Gideon Howland, to what is now the city of New
Bedford. Wriothesly succeeded his grandfather,
William Russell, the first duke, who at the time of
the marriage was created Baron Howland of Streat-
ham, County Surrey, ‘‘with remainder to his said
grandson and male heirs.”” The Duchess Elizabeth,
who died in 1724, aged forty-two years, was of the
arms-bearing Howland family, and brought her hus-
band a large fortune.

The chart showing the ancestry of Gideon How-
land, on the following page, develops two principal
lines of descent on the distaff side, Lapham and
Russell. Rebecca Lapham, Gideon’s mother, was a
daughter of John and Mary (Russell) Lapham.
He was born at Newport, R. 1., Dec. 13, 1677 and
married Mary Russell, April 3, 1700. In 1720 he
was living in Dartmouth and later removed to
Smithfield, R. 1., where he died subsequent to 1734.
His father, John Lapham, born 1635, died 1710, was
successively a resident of Providence, Newport and
Dartmouth. In 1673 he was made freeman and sub-
sequently deputy and constable. His house was
burned during the Indian war in 1676, and he later
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removed to Dartmouth. He was a prominent
Friend, and we have already had reference to the
part he took in regard to the erection of the first
meeting-house in the town. He married April 6,
1673, Mary, daughter of William Mann of Provi-
dence, who on July 27, 1640, signed an agreement
with thirty-eight others of that place for a form of
government. The wife of William Mann was
Frances, daughter of William and Joanna (Arnold)
Hopkins.

Gideon Howland’s maternal grandmother, Mary
Russell, was a granddaughter of John Russell and
his wife Dorothy, the progenitors of the numerous
Russells of Dartmouth. This family, like the How-
lands, played a prominent part in the history of the
town. Judith, Gideon’s sister, and Rebecca, his
daughter, each married a Russell, and there were
frequent intermarriages with Russells among the
descendants of Gideon, and indeed among other
Howlands in various generations. The two families
were firmly knit.

John Russell was born in England in 1608, and
was living at Marshfield, in Massachusetts, in 1642,
when he was elected constable of the town. He had
several grants of land there, was made a freeman
in 1644, and served in various public capacities. In
course of time he joined the Friends, and in 1661
he purchased of Captain Myles Standish a full share
in the Dartmouth purchase, for which he paid forty-
two pounds. ‘‘Soon after his removal to Dart-
mouth he became one of the leaders of the new
settlement. He was the first deputy from Dart-
mouth to the court at Plymouth in 1665 and served
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as the representative of his community many times
thereafter during a long period of years.”’ His
homestead farm was on the east side of .Apponegan-
sett River, and at the outbreak of King Philip’s war
he fortified his dwelling as one of the two garrison
houses of the town, John Cooke’s being the other.

‘“At the beginning of the war in 1675,”’ writes
Henry H. Crapo in his entertaining ¢‘Certain Come-
overers,’’ ‘‘John Russell had been made constable
and was thus clothed with the authority of leader-
ship, and it was to him and to the shelter which he
had provided, that his helpless and terror stricken
neighbors turned when the savages initiated the
massacres and devastations which nearly extermi-
nated the township of Dartmouth. It was largely to
the military sagacity of Captain Benjamin Church
that Dartmouth was saved from annihilation. On
July 21, 1676, Captain Church led his little army to
John Russell’s garrison house where the defenders
were under the command of Captain Samuel Eels,
and ‘clap’d into a thicket, and there lod’gd the rest
of the night without any fire.’ In the morning they
encountered a band of Indians and pursued them in
the direction of Smith Mills. The huddled occupants
of John Russell’s house of refuge must have felt
grateful to the sturdy fellows who followed Cap-
tain Church and drove the savages away from their
none too secure fortification.

‘¢ After the war John Russell, with the help of
John Cooke, devoted himself to rehabilitating the
devastated town. As selectman, an office which he
had held and continued to hold for many years, he
gave his time and his intelligent efforts to serve his
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fellow townsmen. Soon after the war he constructed
a new house on the hill where were held the town
meetings and which also served as the town school-
house. Ome of John Russell’s descendants was
dubbed the ‘Duke of Bedford,’ yet I venture to say
that no Duke of Bedford, not even John Plantage-
net of Lancaster, by far the greatest of the bearers
of that title (he, to be sure, was not a Russell), ever
served ‘their people’ more faithfully or more effi-
ciently than did old John Russell of Dartmouth.”’

He died Feb. 13, 1695, having survived his wife
Dorothy eight years. They had four children, of
whom Joseph Russell was born May 6, 1650, and
died Dec. 11, 1739. His wife, Elizabeth, was the
mother of nine children. Their daughter, Mary,
born July 10, 1683, married John Lapham in 1700.
Their son Joseph was the father of still another
Joseph Russell, who married Judith, sister of
Gideon Howland.

This Joseph Russell, born 1719, died 1804, was a
large farmer, an extensive land owner, and the
originator of the whale fishery and manufacture of
spermaceti candles in New Bedford. He was like-
wise an importer of English goods. A devoted
Friend, he gave the land on which the New Bedford
Friends’ meeting-house still stands. His home was
on County Street at the head of William, in New
Bedford. Several of his grandchildren married
Grinnells who were among the descendants of
Gideon Howland. In 1765 Joseph Rotch moved
from Nantucket to Dartmouth for the purpose of
pursuing the whale fishery, and became acquainted
with Mr. Russell. On a public occasion Mr. Rotch
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suggested that the village on the Acushnet River,
then a part of Dartmouth, be named Bedford, in
honor of Mr. Russell, who bore the family name of
the Duke of Bedford. The prefix New was subse-
quently added to distinguish the town from another
Bedford. Let us hope that for good and sufficient
reasons Gideon Howland and his father Barnabas
gave Mr. Rotch’s proposition their hearty approval.
Yet perhaps they did not know that a Duke of Bed-
ford once married Elizabeth Howland, and therefore
could not have felt the pride which for years has
animated all of the numerous Elizabeth Howlands
the country over.



CHAPTER II
GIDEON HOWLAND

Gideon Howland, younger son and fifth child of
Barnabas and Rebecca (Lapham) Howland, was
born on the Round Hills farm May 29, 1734, and died
there May 2, 1823. His span of eighty-nine years
covered a notable period of the country’s history.
When he was born King George II sat upon Eng-
land’s throne, and he lived to see the colonies throw
off the yoke of royalty and establish a Union which
embraced twenty-four states at the time of his death.
He was a voter under the administrations of five
presidents. Bereft of his mother’s care at the age
of two years, he was brought up, with his brother
Benjamin and four sisters, by one of the kindly
women of the family connection, possibly by his aunt
Desire Howland, who married his mother’s brother,
John Lapham, Jr. Undoubtedly he enjoyed all the
advantages of education afforded in the schools of
Dartmouth of that day, for the early inhabitants
were determined their children should not go un-
lettered. Before Gideon’s birth, as early as 1728,
the town had voted, ‘‘There shall be two school-
masters upon the town charge beside the grammar
schoolmaster,’’ and the three R’s and other branches
were duly impressed on the minds of the children.
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Gideon Howland had grown to be a youth of sixteen
when his father married for the second time.

Not far from Barnabas Howland’s was the home
of Captain Thomas Hicks, who had a large family of
boys and girls. The youthful Gideon went a-court-
ing, and at the age of nineteen married Sarah Hicks,
two years his junior. She was born March 15, 1736.
1t is not known where they set up housekeeping, but
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A BIGNATURE FROM AN OLD DEED.

the presumption is that they shared the home at
Round Hills with Gideon’s father. Twenty years
later this dwelling and the portion of the farm ad-
joining became a part of Gideon’s inheritance, and
was occupied by him until his death. The brother
Benjamin had meanwhile built a home on the western
section of the farm, which passed to him under his
father’s will. (Gideon Howland’s dwelling was for
many years a small structure, with gambrel roof—
too small, it seemed, in which to rear his family of
thirteen children, but it must be borne in mind that
the eldest was nearly twenty-three years of age and
married before the youngest was born, and the boys
went away to sea, one after the other, so no doubt
ample room was found for all. In course of time a
large addition was built on the eastern end, not in-
deed to accommodate the family, but to afford con-
veniences for the visiting Friends, who were accus-
tomed to gather with great frequency at Mr.
Howland'’s.
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‘‘Apponegansett held the mother church, and the
visiting F'riends expected to be entertained at Friend
Howland’s at the Round Hills,”” wrote Mrs. Mary
Jane Taber, one of his descendants, in an article on
the Friends a few years ago. ‘‘In fact the tall,
narrow portion of the house was seldom opened ex-
cept on monthly and quarterly meeting days. There
was one long room on the ground floor used for the
dining-room, with a bed-room of the same size over
it, divided by a curtain, on one side of which the
women slept, and on the other the men. On occasion
beds were laid on the floor, if there were more people
than the bedsteads could contain with three in a bed.
The bedsteads resembled the Great Bed of Ware,
and might have held four at a pinch.

‘‘Great were the preparations for these festivals.
Chickens and turkeys were decapitated without
number; huge pieces of beef turned in the tin
ovens before the mammoth fireplace; mince pies,
apple pies, pumpkin pies, custard pies, potato pies
were ranged on all the ‘pantry shelves; loaves of
bread and pans of biscuit enough to furnish forth a
baker’s shop, and cakes of all kinds and descriptions
were piled mountain high. The monster brick oven
was kept in constant requisition, heated and re-
heated. But the delicious fish, oysters, clams and
lohsters, which were to be had for the taking, were
totally neglected, as too common and inexpensive.
In the cellar were barrels of apples and cider, while
dozens of clay pipes and shags of tobacco crowned
the feast, the women smoking the pipes unrebuked,
with the men."’

We may well suppose that Gideon Howland’s
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life at Round Hills ran on as smoothly as the well
modulated hexameter that aptly describes the region
where he dwelt—

‘“Where upon orchard and lane breaks the white foam of
the sea.”’

His Quaker upbringing forbade him to engage in the
wars of the period. Although having the respect
and confidence of his fellow townsmen he took no
prominent part in the town government. He worked
hard, bought and sold land, and was a prudent and
thrifty farmer. At one time he was guardian for
Peter Blackmer, a weak-minded young man of the
town, to whom he doled out, on occasion, money for
calfskin boots, pocket handkerchiefs, and expenses
for trips to see his friends. All his life he was fond
of gunning, and it is related that as an old man, when
he went out to shoot, being unable to see distinetly,
his servant Quedda, half negro and half Indian, went
along to point the gun for him. One of his shot
guns, & double-barrelled flintlock, he presented to
his son, John H. Howland, in whose family it has
been handed down, and with priming horn, is now in
the possession of a descendant, Howland Pell of New
York. Still another gun he bequeathed to a grand-
son and namesake.

Mr. Howland, no doubt, frequently ‘‘hitched up’’
the family chaise, and jogged into Bedford village to
visit his sister, Mrs. Judith Russell, and other mem-
bers of his kith and kin, making a long journey of
what is now covered by his descendants, between
New Bedford and Nonquitt or Salters Point, rolling
rapidly in their motor-cars, in half an hour or less.
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Tradition tells us that he was tall and robust, and
especially adept in mowing, at which he was very
graceful. It is asserted that his fatal illness was
brought on by over-exertion, when although nearly
eighty-nine, he seized a scythe and proceeded with
great vigor to demonstrate to some younger man just
how mowing should be accomplished.

Sarah Hicks, his good wife, was a faithful help-
mate. Their married life covered a period of
slightly more than seventy years. There is still in
existence an interesting letter written by her to a
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Sarah Howland, wife of John
H. Howland of New York, in December, 1812, which
reads as follows:

‘‘ESTEEM'D DAUGHTER :

‘I received thy valuable letter; was happy to learn by
the contents thereof that thou wast measurably restor’d to
thy health again. With a heart replete with gratitude to
you, do we accept the sundry articles that you were pleas’d
to send; they all were convey’d with safety. The knitting
thou are quite welcome to, & if there is anything we can
do to accommodate thee any way we shall be ready to
execute it with pleasure.

‘“We have just completed a convenient addition to our
dwelling, & hope next season to have the pleasure of ac-
commodating many of your family. All of you if con-
venient to leave, we hope will spend the summer with us.
Father says his little farmer Algernon® he must have, for
he thinks more of him than all the rest. Return you many
thanks for your cordial invitation of making you a visit.
Think that the advanced period of our age does not en-
tirely discourage us from making the attempt next season.

‘‘Thy affectionate mother,
‘‘SaraH Howranp.’’

*Grandson of Gideon Howland, who died the following
summer.
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When we realize that Mrs. Howland was nearly
seventy-seven years of age at the time this letter was.
written, and her husband about two years older, we
can but admire their pluck in planning a trip from
South Dartmouth to New York in an era when travel
was beset by the utmost discomforts and difficulties.

To this couple were born seven sons and six
daughters, all of whom grew to maturity, and all
save the youngest daughter Desire married and had
children. Ninety-five years after the death of Mr.
Howland there were living three of his grand-
children, and a host of descendants of forty-two de-
ceased grandchildren down to the ninth gen-
eration. All of the sons were connected with either
the merchant or whaling service as vessel captains
or managing owners. In his will, executed some
ten years before his death, Mr. Howland made
bequests to his wife and all of the children, and some
of the grandchildren. The will appointed his son
Cornelius as executor, and its provisions were as
follows:

To his wife Sarah, feather bed and furnishings thereto;
one cow; fifty dollars to be paid by six sons, William,
Cornelius, Joseph, Gideon, Gilbert, and John; also, during
the time of her widowhood, the use and improvement of all
testator’s real estate, livestock, farming tools, and house-
hold goods, his clock, chaise and harness, sleigh and ‘tack-
ling’’ being especially mentioned.

To his seven sons, after the death of their mother, all
his real estate (except certain privileges to the daughter
Desire and granddaughter Judith Hathaway in his house,
etc.), also all money on hand, notes, book debts, livestock,
and farming and carpenter’s tools.

To heirs of deceased daughter, Judith Hathaway, name-
ly, Charles, Pardon, Lydia and Judith, two hundred dollars
to be paid by his six eldest sons.
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To grandson Pardon Hathaway, one great silver spoon.

To granddaughter Judith Hathaway, one great silver
spoon and one cow.

To daughters Rebecca, Lydia, Sylvia and Sarah, eight
hundred dollars to be paid by the six eldest sons.

To daughter Desire, three hundred dollars to be paid by
the said six sons; one good cow after her mother’s death;
two feather beds; six silver teaspoons ‘‘marked for her
already;’’ testator’s best side saddle and bridle; loom and
weaving gears of all kinds; after her mother’s death the
clock, all great silver spoons not otherwise given away;
one-third of the household goods.

To daughter Desire and granddaughterJudith Hathaway,
during the time they should remain unmarried, the use
and improvement of ‘‘the new part of my dwelling house,
being an addition lately built, except the northeast room,
after the death of my said wife, they to live with her till
her death;’’ also various articles and supplies to be pro-
cured by the said six sons every year for the support of
Desire and Judith. ‘‘In fine it is my will and meaning
that my daughter Desire Howland should have sufficient
out of my estate together with what I have herein given
her, while she remains unmarried. And I order my said
sons to keep her with a horse to ride, and Judith also, as
may be reasonable.’’

To his five daughters, all his printed books except Sewel’s
History.

To son Pardon, a good horse, sleigh and ‘‘tackling,’’
after his mother’s decease; also saddle and bridle.

To son John, a good cow after his mother’s decease.

To son Gilbert, chaise and harness after his mother’s
decease.

To sons Gilbert and Pardon, all of testator’s wearing ap-
parel, except his watch and buckles.

To son QGideon, testator’s silver shoe buckles, knee
buckles, and Sewel’s History.

To daughter Rebecca Russell and to her son Gideon
Russell, two great silver spoons.

To grandson Gideon Howland, son of Gilbert, silver
watch and gun, all shot moulds, and implements for gun-
ning, with the chest they were kept in.

To grandson Gideon Allen, one of the best silver spoons.

To testator’s seven sons, after their mother’s decease, all
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of the rest and residue, real and personal, to be divided
equally.

The inventory of Mr. Howland’s estate showed a
total valuation of $8120.35, divided as follows:
Realty, $7153; personal property, $967.35. The
homestead farm was appraised at $5300; four-
sevenths of the Stephen Howland farm lying next
west at $1503; and the remaining real estate com-
prised a lot of land ‘‘at a place called Rock-
dundo,”’’ one lot of cedar swamp at Smith Mills, and
one lot in the Deerfield swamp. Mr. Howland and
some of his sons had bought the Stephen Howland
farm (once owned by his brother Benjamin) from
their kinsman a few years previously, and in 1801
he purchased the farm of his father-in-law, Captain
Thomas Hicks, on Smiths Neck, but sold it subse-
quently to his son Gilbert Howland. The personal
property included a note signed by Gideon Howland,
Jr., for two hundred dollars; one of one hundred
dollars, signed by Pardon Howland, on which fifty
dollars had been paid; nine large silver spoons, val-
ued at twenty dollars; ten silver teaspoons, at four
dollars, and Sewel’s History, at two dollars and fifty
cents. It is not surprising that Mr. Howland set
especial store by this book when we learn that it was
“‘The history of the rise, increase and progress, of
the Christian people called Quakers; with several
remarkable occurrences, intermixed. Written or-
iginally in Low-Dutch, and also translated into
English, by William Sewel.’’ The third edition, cor-
rected, was published in Burlington, New Jersey, in
1774, and there were editions also printed in London
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in 1795, 1799, and 1800. It is not known what event-
ually become of all the silver spoons, but two of the
larger size are now in possession of a descendant,
Mrs. Mary W. Bennett, of Fall River, Mass. One is
lettered ““S. H. to J. H.,”” and the other is thus
marked :
H
G S
. 1788

Miss Clara M. Perry of Syracuse, N. Y., is the
owner of another of these spoons, and is also in pos-
sesstion of a fine old brass-handled bureau which
belonged to Gideon Howland.

Mrs. Howland survived her husband somewhat
more than a year, dying Sept. 16, 1824 at the age of
eighty-eight years and six months. By her will she
gave to her five surviving daughters and her grand-
daughter Judith Hathaway all of her wearing
apparel and other personal property, and such
household furniture as was hers to dispose of.

When the sons came to divide their father’s real
estate, Captain Joseph Howland purchased his
brothers’ shares in the Round Hills homestead farm,
which he sold to his brother Gideon in 1834. Gideon
also eventually acquired the Stephen Howland farm,
which in turn he subsequently bequeathed to his
brother Joseph, and after him to the latter’s children
three of whom were living in 1918. The Round Hills
farm was inherited by Sylvia Ann Howland, grand-
daughter of the senior Gideon, and on her death

descended to her niece, Mrs. Hetty H. R. Green,
being retained by her throughout her life as a matter
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of family pride. The present ownmer is her son,
Colonel Edward H. R. Green. For a number of
years the descendants of Gideon Howland were
accustomed to gather there for family reunions.
The ancient farm house has long remained unoc-
cupied. It stands at a considerable distance from
the shore, well placed on the upland by the first Ben-
jamin Howland, with a pleasant southern exposure,
the large addition being to the east. A painting of
the house, by William A. Wall, was presented by
Mrs. Mary Jane Taber to the Old Dartmouth His-
torical Society a few years ago. Reached by a shady
road through the woods from the main highway on
Smiths Neck, the farm is situated amid most attrac-
tive surroundings, offering a delightful view of
Buzzards Bay and the Elizabeth Islands. Visiting
the spot in 1917, Colonel Green decided to develop
the property for a summer residence. He planned
to erect a breakwater and a wharf of sufficient
dimensions to accommodate his large ocean-going
yacht; to build some very comfortable cottages to
house his farmer and assistants; to crown the
Rounds Hill with a water-tower; and to remove a
scrub growth which covered the once well-tilled
acres in order to set out an extensive apple and
peach orchard and also afford opportunity to raise
his own vegetables. A large force of workmen was
at once engaged to put these plans into effect.
Colonel Green also purchased the Stephen Howland
property to be added to his estate, thus reuniting
two component parts of the original Round Hills
farm. '
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The paternal ancestry of Sarah (Hicks) Howland
bas been traced back for several generations in
England from Robert Hicks, the first of the line to
eome to America. Descent is proved from John
Hicks of Tortworth, County Gloucester, who died
in 1492, and who was a lineal descendant of Sir Ellis
Hicks, knighted by Edward, the Black Prince, on the
field of Poitiers. John Hicks left two sons, Thomas,
and Robert, who was the father of Sir Michael Hicks,
and of Baptist, Baron Hicks, Viscount Camperdeen.
The son Thomas Hicks of Tortworth, who died in
1565, by his wife Margaret Atwood, had two sons,
of whom Baptist Hicks of Tortworth, born about
1526, married Mary, daughter of James Everard,
Esq. His son, James Hicks, married Phoebe, daugh-
ter perhaps of Rev. Ephraim Allyn of Herts. They
had several children, among them Robert, who came
to America. This family is undoubtedly the same
as that from which Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, subse-
quently Viscount St. Aldwyn, the famous English
statesman, descended. The Hicks arms were: Gules,
a fesse, wavy, between three fleur-de-lis, or.

Robert Hicks, son of James and Phoebe, and fifth
in descent from John Hicks of Tortworth, was born
in England in 1580, and died in Plymouth, Mass.,
March 24, 1647, leaving a descent that now covers
many states and embraces among phases of religious
belief that exemplified by the Hicksite Quakers. He
was a fellmonger, or dealer in hides, in Bermondsey
Street, Southwark, Surrey, in 1616, as shown by a
deposition made by Clement Briggs at Plymouth.
Properly of the Pilgrim party, he came to Plymouth
colony in the ship Fortune in 1621, and two years
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later his wife Margaret and children joined him.
He became a freeman in 1633. Prosperity smiled
upon him and he acquired property, holding lands
in Scituate and Duxbury as well as Plymouth. So
great was his admiration for Dr. Charles Chauncy,
second president of Harvard College, that he gave
to the president’s son, Elnathan Chauncy, fifty acres
of land at his birth, and this grant was subsequently
confirmed by Mr. Hicks’ widow. In 1639 he deeded
his homestead to his eldest son, Samuel. He made
his will in 1645, leaving among other bequests a
‘“‘cow calfe’’ to the town of Plymouth. He was
twice married, first to Elizabeth Morgan, and second
to Margaret Winslow, and there were six children.
Mr. Hicks figures as one of the characters in Jane G.
Austin’s historical novel, ‘‘Standish of Standish’’.

Samuel Hicks, son of Robert and Margaret
(Winslow) Hicks, married Sept. 11, 1645, Lydia,
daughter of Deacon John Doane of Plymouth and
Eastham, Mass. Mr. Hicks lived successively at
Plymouth, Eastham, Barnstable and Dartmouth,
and in 1649 was a deputy from Nauset (Eastham).
His name was listed among the original purchasers
of Dartmouth in 1652, as owning one thirty-fourth
of the land, but his claim thereto was disputed by
his brother-in-law, George Watson, who at the May
term of Court in 1660, ‘‘requested the Court in
behalf of his son John Watson and nephew John
Bangs, that upon a mistake Samuel Hicks’ name
was entered in the Court records as purchaser of
lands in Cushenah and Accoaksett, etc., whereas
Robert Hicks should 